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SUB J : THE FOREIGN PRESS AND THE EMERGENCY: THE 
WASHINGTON POST CASE 

1. THE WASHINGTON POST CASE HAS NOW BEEN OVERTAKEN 
BY THE DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY WITH ITS ACCOMPANY- 
ING CENSORSHIP OF BOTH THE DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PRESS. 

1 NEVERTHELESS TOOK UP THE LEW SIMONS CASE FIRST 
WITH TEJA, WHOM I SAW AT LUNCH, AND LATER WITH 
FOEEIGN SECRETARY KEWAL SINGH WHEN HE CALLED ME IN 
TO BRIEF ME ON THE EMERGENCY (SEPTEL). I LEARNED 
THAT THE GOI HAS ASKED ITS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON TO 
DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH THE POST IN WASHINGTON WITH 
THE OBJECTIVE OF GETTING THE POST TO WITHDRAW SIMONS. 
THEY ARE NOW AWAITING WORD OF THE RESULTS OF THIS 
DISCUSSION. 

2. BOTH TEHA AND KEWAL SINGH SPOKE IN THE STRONGEST 
TERMS OF WHAT THEY CONSIDERED DELIBERATELY MISCHIEVOUS 
REPORTING BY SIMONS. THEY CITED TWO STORIES: THE 

FIRST WAS A STORY ON THE ASSASSINATION OF RAILWAY 
MINISTER MISHRA WHICH, ACCORDING TO KEWAL SINGH, 

POINTED THE FINGER OF RESPONSIBILITY AT MRS. GANDHI. 
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AT MRS. GANDHI'S REFUSAL TO RESIGN. KEWAL SINGH 
REPEATED WHAT KAUL HAD SAID ABOUT THERE BEING A LIMIT 
TO WHAT THE GOI WOULD TOLERATE. I HAVE LITTLE DOUBT 
THAT THE GOI WILL EJECT SIMONS IF THE POST DOES NOT 
AGREE TO TRANSFER HIM OUT. I SPOKE AS INSTRUCTED TO 
BOTH TEJA AND THE FOREIGN SECRETARY ABOUT THE UNFORTUNATE 
EFFECT ON INDIA'S REPUTATION OF AN EXPULSION. IN THE 
PRESENT ATMOSPHERE OF THE EMERGENCY, HOWEVER, I DOUBT 
THAT THE GOI WILL BE THAT CONCERNED ABOUT ITS REPUTA- 
TION FOR PRESS FREEDOM. 

3. I ALSO ASKED KEWAL SINGH ABOUT CENSORSHIP OF THE 
FOREIGN PRESS. HE CONFIRMED THAT IT HAD BEEN IMPOSED 
AND SAID THAT ITS OBJECTIVE WAS NOT TO ASSURE THAT 
REPORTS WOULD BE "PLEASING TO THE GOI". HE SAID THAT 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS WOULD BE ABLE TO REPORT FACTS 
WITHOUT DELAYS BUT WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO MAKE BASE- 
LESS ALLEGATIONS. HE SAID THAT THE DECISION TO IMPOSE 
CENSORSHIP HAD BEEN WELL CONSIDERED AND WOULD BE 
MAINTAINED. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ALL FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS HAVE 
BEEN PROVIDED WITH "GUIDANCE FOR FILING" NOTICES. 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE THAT ALL COPY MUST BE CLEARED BY THE 
CENSOR AT THE PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU AND MUST BE 
FILED AT GOI’S OVERSEAS COMMUNICATION SERVICE 
FACILITIES. AMONG PROSCRIBED MATERIAL ARE COMMENTS 

OR QUOTATIONS FROM DISSIDENTS, MENTION OF PRESSURE ON 
POLITICIANS TO RESIGN, MENTION OF REBELLION OR DIS- 
LOYALTY AMONGST ARMED FORCES AND ANY FALSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST OFFICIALS. 

5. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE QUERIES FROM 
US RADIO/TELEVISION, BUT ONLY ONE WAS CLEAR. WE RE- 
PLIED VERY BRIEFLY CITING ONLY INDIAN PRESS TICKERS ON 
FACTUAL MATTERS AND MAKING CLEAR THAT THE SOURCE WAS 
THE INDIAN WIRE SERVICE AND NOT THE EMBASSY. WE WILL 
CONTINUE THIS PRACTICE IF MORE CALLS GET THROUGH. 

SCHNEIDER 
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